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Location
Fairfield is conveniently situated at the crossroads of three major routes connecting to San Francisco and Sacramento, San Francisco Bay Area, and the California Delta and Napa Valley.  Located along the Interstate-80 corridor, Fairfield is almost midway between San Francisco (47.7 miles/76.7 kilometers) and Sacramento (40.6 miles/65.3 kilometers), and is easily accessible from the eastern San Francisco Bay Area from Interstate-680, and from the California Delta (26 miles/41.8 kilometers) to the southeast and Napa Valley (16 miles/25.7 kilometers) to the northwest by State Highway 12.  
History

A town site was laid out in 1856 by clipper ship Captain Robert H. Waterman, which he named Fairfield after his home town in Connecticut.  Fairfield was incorporated as a city on December 12, 1903.  The county seat of Solano County, Fairfield celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2003.  Solano County was one of the original 27 counties of California, created in 1850 at the time of statehood.
Population
Based on a January 1, 2009 estimates, the population of Solano County is 426,729, and the following city populations are:
Benicia





  27,977


Dixon





  17,573


Fairfield




106,440


Rio Vista




    8,222



Suisun City 




  28,856


Vacaville




  96,450



Vallejo

 



121,055
Unincorporated Area


              20,156


Source:
California Department of Finance, Demographic Research Unit, 
www.dof.ca.gov/research/research.php 
Climate

Solano County has a pleasant, Mediterranean climate year-round, with more than 300 days of sunshine per year.
Winter


57°F/39°F  (14°C/4°C)  

Cool & Sunny

Spring


72°F/47°F  (22°C/8°C) 

Breezy & Cool

Summer

88°F/56°F  (31°C/13°) 

Warm Mornings/Sunny Days
Fall


76°F/49°F  (24°C/9°C)

Warm Days & Cool Nights
· The average warmest month is July. 

· The highest recorded temperature was 113°F in 1984. 

· The average coolest month is December. 

· The lowest recorded temperature was 17°F in 1990. 

· January is the average wettest month. 

Source:  The Weather Channel, www.weather.com 
Geography
· Fairfield is 37.7 square miles
· Elevation: 20 feet
Business Improvement District (BID)

A Business Improvement District (BID) was formed in 2004 by the Fairfield Hotel Association, Inc. and adopted by the City of Fairfield.  The independent non-profit 501C6 organization is funded by 19 lodging properties in Fairfield.  A destination marketing organization – Fairfield Tourism Association – was created by the BID to market and promote tourism to the area, including overnight stays. 
Tourism

 Tourism in Solano County generates $598.2 million in travel expenditures, resulting in an estimated $33.4 million in state and local tax revenues. (www.deanrunyan.com/impactCA.html) 
 Tourism employs 7,100 Solano County residents, representing a payroll of $157.7 million.

 Solano County collected more than $6.1 million in transient occupancy tax (T.O.T.) in 2007/2008.  Fairfield has a T.O.T. of 10.0%, while Vallejo has a T.O.T. of 11.0%, Benicia and Dixon come in at 9.0%, Vacaville follows with an 8.0% T.O.T., and Rio Vista levies a 1.0% T.O.T.

 The average hotel occupancy rate in Solano County for 2007 was 58.9% and the average daily rate (ADR) was $84.90.
Agriculture

(Top ten crops, by value, 2008)
· Nursery Stock



$43.1 million

· Alfalfa




$42.9 million

· Tomatoes, Processing


$29.9 million

· Cattle & Calves


$23.3 million

· Walnuts



$19.9 million

· Milk, Market 



$16.4 million

· Wine Grapes



$11.1 million

· Wheat, Irrigated


$  8.3 million

· Sunflower Seed, Certified

$  8.2 million

· Corn, Field



$  8.1 million

Source:  2008 Solano County Crop and Livestock Report. 
Transportation
Fairfield is easily accessible by land and air.


Air:
Fairfield is in close proximity to three international airports – Sacramento International Airport (SMF), Oakland International Airport (OAK) and San Francisco International Airport (SFO) – that offer daily service by all major commercial airlines.  Door-to-door shuttles are available at all airports with service to Fairfield. 

Bus:
Greyhound Bus Lines maintains a daily schedule to bus stations located in Suisun City, Vacaville and Vallejo.  City and/or countywide transit systems are available, plus charter bus services.


 Rail:
Amtrak offers daily service from the Sacramento Region and San Francisco Bay Area via the Capitol Corridor to the Suisun/Fairfield (SUI) Station at 177 Main Street in Suisun City.

Lodging
Fairfield has more than 1,400 lodging rooms and suites available for visitors at moderately priced hotels, motels and suite properties.    
Dining
Fairfield offers an array of restaurants from coffee shops and fine dining establishments to brew pubs and popular franchise restaurants to satisfy any taste and appetite.  Many restaurants offer menus featuring fresh seasonal produce, and award-winning wines and craft beers from Solano County and surrounding area.
Outdoor Recreation
Fairfield is an ideal spot for visitors to overnight and explore their favorite outdoor pursuits available locally and regionally.  Fairfield is home to the top two 18-hole golf courses in Solano County – Paradise Valley, with its oak studded fairways and nearby creeks, and Rancho Solano, featuring hilly terrain and undulated greens.  Several other challenging courses are an easy drive from Fairfield.  Nearby outdoor activities include wind surfing and kite boarding in the Delta at Rio Vista, birding, wildlife viewing, hiking, kayaking, and canoeing at Suisun Marsh (home to 221 bird species, 45 animal species, 16 different reptilian and amphibian species, and more than 40 fish species), and boating, water skiing, fishing, and wildlife viewing at Lake Berryessa. 
Top Attractions
· Jelly Belly Factory – www.JellyBelly.com  
· Anheuser-Busch Brewery Tour – www.BudweiserTours.com/toursFAIR.htm 
· Suisun Valley (Food, Wine & Outdoor Adventure) – www.SuisunValley.com 
· Travis Air Museum – www.TravisAirMuseum.org 
· Sepay Groves Olive Oil – www.SepayOliveOil.com 
· Rush Ranch – www.SolanoLandTrust.org 
· Jepson Prairie Preserve – www.SolanoLandTrust.org 

· Suisun Marsh – www.iep.ca.gov/suisun/facts/index.html 

· Western Railway Museum – www.wrm.org 

· Nearby
  →
Six Flags Discovery Kingdom, Vallejo



Mare Island, Vallejo



Napa/Sonoma Wine Country



Infineon Raceway, Sonoma Valley



Sacramento – San Joaquin River Delta

Did You Know?
· Actor Pat Morita, star of the Karate Kid and TV’s Happy Days, was a graduate of Armijo High School in Fairfield.
· When Ronald Reagan was president, Jelly Belly beans were served in the Oval Office and on Air Force One.  They were also the first jelly beans in outer space when President Reagan sent them on-board the Challenger space shuttle in 1983.

· The Suisun Valley has roots dating back to the 1800s and represents more than a century of continuous wine grape growing activity.  The region received formal American Viticultural Area (AVA) recognition in 1982 and is part of the North Coast Appellation.

· Suisun (pronounced SUE-soon) means “west wind” in Patwin, the Native American tribe that once inhabited this area.

· The Anheuser-Busch Brewery Fairfield will generate 15 percent of its fuel needs from a bio-energy recovery system, which turns brewing wastewater into fuel, by 2010.
· The Suisun Marsh is the largest contiguous brackish water marsh remaining on the west coast of North America and the largest coastal wetlands remaining in California.

· Known as the “Gateway to the Pacific,” Travis Air Force base handles more cargo and passenger traffic than any other military air terminal in the United States.  Travis AFB became one of the major departure points for military units heading for combat in Vietnam.
· The railcar home of Maude (Ruth Gordon) from the cult movie Harold and Maude is located at the Western Railway Museum.

· George’s Orange in Dixon, now part of Mr. Taco, is one of two of the remaining original 16 “giant orange” stands built in 1926 by Frank E. Pohl.

· The California River Delta at Rio Vista offers some of the best wind surfing conditions in the world.

· Rio Vista is home to California Vegetable Specialties, the only endive grower in North America and the largest producer of endive outside of Belgium.
· The California Delta is home to two car ferries that still transport drivers and their vehicles to and from Ryer Island.  Operated by the California Department of Transportation, the ferries are free and operate daily.
Visitor Information
Fairfield Tourism Association
1-877-793-7386
www.Fairfield4Fun.com 
Facebook – www.Facebook.com/Fairfield4Fun 

Twitter - http://Twitter.com/Fairfield4Fun 
(04/2010)


