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A compilation of story ideas for Fairfield and surrounding environs

Attack of the Killer Tomatoes

Okay there is no attack and the tomatoes are not killers.  But rather, the tomatoes are heirloom.  More than 50 varieties in different shapes, sizes and colors on display in Tomato Alley during the 19th Annual Tomato Festival & West Coast BBQ Championships in downtown Fairfield, August 14-15, 2010.  Activities include tomato eating contest, tomato tasting, gourmet tomato products, farmer’s market, children’s games, arts & crafts, plus plenty of refreshments. Tomatoes and tomato processing is the #3 agricultural product in Solano County with a value of $29.9 million.
Family Fun at Jelly Belly

Fairfield, California is home to possibly the world’s most famous of all beans. Why Jelly Belly, of course! That colorful and ever-so sweet delicacy made legendary by President Ronald Reagan. Take a FREE factory tour and sample some of the more than 5o flavors from Cream Soda and Root Beer to Mango and Marshmallow, and new this year, Honey Bean flavor.  During the 40-minute Jelly Belly walking tour, guides will show you a real working factory where more than 150 different sweet treats are made. Learn the secrets to how the legendary Jelly Belly jelly bean is created, and discover why it takes more than a week to make a single bean.  Prefer a more intimate group?  Join a class of six, pay your tuition and become a bean scholar when you graduate from Jelly Belly University with a degree in Beanology.  The behind-the-scene tour gives students a real education on how America’s favorite gourmet jelly bean is made and lets them taste treats fresh off the line.  If you’re hungry after your tour, stop by the Jelly Belly Café for a bite to eat, including a Jelly Belly shaped hamburger or pizza. Special events offered throughout the year.   www.JellyBelly.com. 
Beermaster Tour at Anheuser-Busch Brewery
The Beermaster Tour takes a look at the brewing of Budweiser and includes a visit to the Brew House, Finishing Cellar, Lager Cellar, and packaging facility.  The two-hour tour concludes in the Hospitality Room with a product flight demonstration and product sampling.  Participants will receive a variety of gifts compliments of Anheuser-Busch.  Cost: $25 for adults and $10 for youth ages 13 to 20.  Guests 13 to 20 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.  For reservations, call (707) 429-7595 or e-mail fairfieldbrewerytour@budweisertours.com. 
Birds of a Feather

The area around Fairfield offers some of the best bird viewing opportunities in California.  The Suisun Marsh, designated a Globally Important Bird Area by the American Bird Conservancy, is home to 221 bird species and serves as the resting and feeding ground for thousands of waterfowl migrating on the Pacific Flyway.  Year round residents of the Suisun Marsh include the Common Yellowthroat, Marsh Wren, Song Sparrow, Black Rail, Great Egret, and Northern Harrier (formerly called Marsh Hawk).  Calling the marsh home in winter is a variety of ducks such as Green-winged Teal, Mallard, Northern Pintail, Northern Shoveler, and American Wigeon.  It is also one of only three wintering areas for the rare Tule race of the Greater White-fronted Goose.  Guided birding tours are available at Rush Ranch and King-Swett Ranches, tracts of land protected by the Solano Land Trust.  
I Heard it Through the Grapevine

The Suisun Valley has roots dating back to the 1800s and represents more than a century of continuous wine grape growing activity.  The region received formal American Viticultural Area (AVA) recognition in 1982, just a year after Napa Valley, and is part of the North Coast Appellation.  Wineries offering wine tasting are Blue Victorian Vineyards, Ledgewood Creek Winery, Wooden Valley Winery, and Vezér Family Vineyard, while the Suisun Valley Wine Cooperative offers tasting for five family-owned wineries – Bask Cellars, Blacksmith Cellars, King Andrews Vineyards, Sunset Cellars, and Winterhawk Winery.  Neighboring Green Valley features Green Valley Cellars and the Rock Creek Vineyards.
Off we go into the Wild Blue Yonder
Known as the “Gateway to the Pacific,” Travis Air Force base handles more cargo and passenger traffic than any other military air terminal in the United States.  Travis AFB became one of the major departure points for military units heading for combat in Vietnam.  With 35 aircraft on display, the Travis Air Museum features one of the largest collections of military aircraft on the West Coast. The Museum has a representative collection of American military aircraft from various periods: fighters, bombers, trainers, cargo and liaison aircraft. Its exhibits showcase Jimmy Doolittle and the Tokyo Raiders, the 15th AF in WWII, the Tuskegee Airmen, the Consairways story, the Berlin Airlift, and the history of Travis AFB with special emphasis on the Korean war, the war in Vietnam and other significant military missions. The last Douglas C-133 "Cargomaster” returned from Alaska to Travis in August 2008. The first C-133A arrived at Travis on Oct. 17, 1958 and was dubbed the "State of California" and was assigned to the 84th Air Transport Squadron of the 1501st Air Transport Wing. The last Cargomaster a C-133B departed Travis on July 30, 1971. The C-133A (Tail Number 56-1999) was assigned to Travis from February thru November 1960 and after 48 years has returned to Travis. The last Cargomaster in flyable condition, it will become a permanent static display at the Travis Air Museum.
Lilies of the Field

Spring is the ideal time to view wildflowers at the Jepson Prairie Preserve, known for the tiny flowers that survive winter and add vibrant colors to a landscape of vernal pools and grasslands.  Aside from all kinds of lilies, the preserve also features several varieties of wildflowers such as Fremont’s Goldfields, Yarrow, Yellow Carpet, Fringed Downingia, and Miniature Lupine.  Docent-led tours are offered through the Solano Land Trust from March through May.  If you’re not into hiking, try a more comfortable vantage point aboard a wildflower train excursion.  The Western Railway Museum provides one-of-a-kind wildflower tours into the Montezuma Hills aboard historic railcars. And the budding of local vineyards in nearby Suisun Valley are certainly reason to celebrate and taste all seasons of the year.
Take a Walk on the Wild Side 
Hiking with Solano Land Trust is wild and wonderful…any time of year. Land stewards for some of Solano County’s wild open spaces; the Solano Land Trust provides docent-led and self-guided hiking tours throughout the year. Speaking of wild, don’t miss the wildflowers and vernal pools on the Jepson Prairie. How about planning a party or wedding at in the wild at the Trust’s Rush Ranch property? The new conference center is fully-equipped and offers spectacular views of Suisun Marsh. Your guests will thank you for this rare and wild opportunity. Grizzly Island Wildlife Area only sounds wild, but wildlife viewing is an annual event on this 8,600-acre preserve in the heart of the Suisun Marsh. During the spring, Grizzly Island has some of the highest nesting densities of waterfowl found anywhere in California and nesting areas for northern harriers and short-eared owls. Look out for herds of tule elk, too. For a little something more up-close and personal, visit the Suisun Wildlife Center. www.SolanoLandTrust.org. 
Tours that are Tasteful  
Spend a day, a night, and another day tasting your way through the region. Free tours and tastings are available at Jelly Belly, Anheuser Busch, and Sepay Groves Olive Oil in the urban heart of Fairfield. Then taste your way through the rural splendor of Suisun Valley; it seems like a world away. Family-owned wineries and roadside markets are reminders of simpler times – the memories are still cherished. The annual Fun Family Farm Days in October is the perfect opportunity to experience all of the regions tasty offerings.
Maude Slept Here

The Western Railway Museum, located off Highway 20 between Fairfield and Rio Vista, is home to a collection of authentic historic streetcars and interurban electric trains from all over California and the western U.S.  Visitors can take an electric train trip through the peaceful, picturesque Montezuma Hills over the original main line of the Sacramento Northern Railway.  The railcar home of Maude (Ruth Gordon) from the cult movie Harold and Maude is located at the Western Railway Museum.

Clint Eastwood Made a Stop Here
Not far from the Western Railway Museum, head over to Birds Landing. At the corner of Collinsville and Birds Landing roads, the ramshackle “Tavern” is where Clint Eastwood filmed portions of Honkytonk Man in 1982. A sign on the side of the building proudly displays its movie moniker of “Myrtle’s Diner.” 
Par for the Course

Fairfield is home to the top two 18-hole golf courses in Solano County – Paradise Valley and Rancho Solano.  The two Fairfield golf courses have been voted #1 and #2 in Solano County for six consecutive years and are rated in the Zagat Survey. Paradise Valley, praised as being the number one golf course in Solano County and best value in the North Bay area, has a spectacular layout that is enhanced by oak studded fairways and meandering creeks. It’s a favorite for golfers who enjoy a walking round of golf and is playable for golfers of all abilities. Rancho Solano, known for having a beautiful country-club-like setting, has an alluring layout with hilly terrain and undulated greens that add character to the golf course. Scenic lakes, elevated tees and well placed bunkers provide interesting features that contribute to the excitement of playing this course.  Several other challenging courses are an easy drive from Fairfield.  
Can You Say Sue Soon?

Suisun (pronounced SUE-soon) means “west wind” in Patwin, the Native American tribe that once inhabited this area.  As names go, Suisun is very popular in this neck of the woods. You’ll find a city, a valley and a marsh bearing the name.
Capture that Elusive Flavor

Fairfield as a culinary destination? Mais, oui…but of course! And in the most unexpected places. The Hilton Garden Inn provides a 4-star experience at Ahi Seafood & Chops, featuring unforgettable delights using the freshest ingredients.  Enjoy fine Italian cooking at Vintage Caffe at Mankas Corner. Relax in comfortable surroundings and enjoy homemade favorites. Fantastic artwork isn't the only enjoyment at Favela’s Fusion, a favorite for Mexican cuisine. Stocked with 43 different tequilas and noted that the margaritas use traditional agave syrup instead of Triple Sec. Chinese-Asian fusion dining and a hip bar scene provide unexpected culinary delights at the Sticky Rice Chinese Bistro & Bar. Outdoor seating is a nice option on a mild spring evening. If you’re planning a picnic, stop by Canepa’s Deli, an old-world-style Italian deli in downtown Fairfield for sandwiches, salads and pre-made foods to go. Bon Appetit!
Follow the Harvest Trail

The Suisun Valley offers a bounty of fresh, locally grown fruits, nuts and vegetables at produce stands, orchards, gardens, and u-pick farms.  Available seasonally and year round are cherries, peaches, apricots, nectarines, strawberries, heirloom tomatoes, corn, squash, organic kiwi, hot chili peppers, almonds, not to mention, dahlias, dried fruit, honey, and jams and preserves.  After shopping for fresh produce, visit a valley winery for some wine tasting, IL Fiorello Olive Oil Company for olive oil tasting, or dine at an eatery serving local wines and serving food prepared with local ingredients.
For travel information about Fairfield, visit Fairfield Tourism Association at www.Fairfield4Fun.com or call 1-877-793-7386.
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